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Moreover, it was a breeding ground of slavery, and this fact
caused liberal and religious men to support what otherwise
they might have condemned as aggrandisement. Between
1815 and 1870 Great Britain was engaged in reaping the
fruits of Trafalgar and Waterloo. It was not done in the
name of Empire, but none the less it was an epoch of imperial
consolidation and expansion alike in Australia, India and the
Further Indies. The record of this accomplishment belongs
to the history of the several parts, but there is one area, the
African side of the Indian Ocean, which, though it enters
little into economic history, unites the India of Clive and
Warren Hastings with the Africa of Livingstone and
Rhodes, Let us note briefly what was happening there at
this time,
Mauritius, named by a Dutch Admiral after the Stadt-
holder, Maurice of Nassau, was called by the French, when
they got possession of it, He de France, and the adjacent
island He de Bourbon. They lay on the route from the Cape
to India. Mauritius was occupied by England in 1810 and
remained English, but the He de Bourbon was returned to
France and took the name of Reunion. Between them and
Africa lay the land mass of Madagascar, an island larger than
modern France, and its status was vague. Technically it
was independent and remained so until towards the end of
the nineteenth century it was subdued by GaUieni, the
defender of Paris in the Great War, assisted by Lyautey,
known to fame as the maker of Morocco. It was proclaimed
a French colony in 1896; and England, having her hands
full in Egypt and the Sudan, did not protest.
Mauritius was a sugar island, but vital though this was to
the island itself, England's interest in it was strategic and
humanitarian rather than economic. Its first Governor,
Robert Townsend Farquhar was as enthusiastically liberal as
Raffles, the founder of Singapore; and just as Raffles for a
time held and reformed Java, so Farquhar sought to bring
under British control Madagascar, from which for genera-
tions slaves had been shipped to the African mainland.
The Protestant missions backed Farquhar, and a Section of
the British public, indignant at the persecution of the
missionaries by the sadistic queen, Ranavalo the Cruel, tried